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About you

1  What is your name?

Name:
John Douglas Scott

Tick if you wish for your responses to remain anonymous:
No

2  What is your email address?

Email:
jandascott@btinternet.com

3  Please indicate whom you are responding on behalf of, using the categories below:

Member of public / interest / community group

If you have selected other, please provide the organisation name below:

Potentially Vulnerable Areas – How we are updating them

4  Do you agree with the approach taken to review the PVAs?

Agree

Give reasons for your answer::

Yes- It is important that there is wide consultation as, accepting climate change as a reality, we will see an increase in the frequency and scale of flood risk,
potentially affecting a broad spectrum of communities, businesses, individuals and local economies.

5  Do you agree with the move to community scale PVAs?

Agree

Give reasons for your answer::

Yes- Taking a community scale approach to PVA’s is sensible, given that flood risk management actions will be put in place to alleviate flood risks at
community level. Reviewing the whole catchment is therefore something we very much support. Rural areas such as Liddesdale in the Scottish Borders,
are facing quite rapid landscape scale land use changes through afforestation and renewable energy installations. These in turn may impact upon
community flood risk. Going forwards, we seek to better understand how large scale catchment land use changes will impact upon community flood risk

Potentially Vulnerable Areas - Designation status

6  Please select the community on which you want to provide feedback.



Community Name selected:
Newcastleton

Available information

7  Would you like to see the available information on the history of flooding, influencing catchments and statistics about the number of homes
and businesses at risk?

Yes

Available information map

Do you agree with the PVA designation of your community?

8  Can you confirm the name of the community you have selected?

Name of community:
Newcastleton

9  Do you agree with the PVA status of your community?

Yes

Please provide any further comments below:

There have been several flood events in recent years, the most notable in 2005, 2020 and 2021. In 2021/22 Newcastleton Community Trust commissioned
Social Value Lab to estimate the damage and long term impact of flooding on the community. Using established flood impact modelling created by JBA
consulting and recognised by Scottish Government, SVL estimated the value of loss at £16.7 m. The assessment also calculated the mental impact on
community health and well-being, and on employment. There was significant increased cost to reach employment due to damaged infrastructure, as the
main connections between the village and our urban employment centres were closed for over 20 weeks to undertake remedial works. This devastation
was created as a result of the impact of climate events combining elsewhere outside our immediate catchment. The need to expand areas to incorporate
wider landscape impacts must be reviewed in a holistic manner. Traditional boundaries do not exist during a climate event, and this must be reflected in
the catchments to be assessed when developing flood mitigation proposals.
A recent study of 30 years bench data (1994 to 2023) from the Newcastleton SEPA gauging station showed that fluvial flood risk to Newcastleton had
almost doubled in that time period (Braithwaite D.2024)
A comprehensive modelling study, undertaken by JBA consulting (Mott MacDonald) commissioned by Scottish Borders Council, indicated that within the
next 30 years, Liddel water peak flow rates will more than double (source SBC)

10  Would you like to upload any evidence to support your comment? For example a photograph.

Yes

Evidence upload

11  Please complete the below fields

Location of flooding:
Newcastleton



Date of flooding:
2020-02-15

Description of flooding - the flood source (for example river, coastal or surface water flooding):

River source, following heavy storm causing flood damage to over 120 homes ( 25% of Newcastletons housing stock), 40 households were temporarily
rehomed for several months. Insurance claims ran into many millions. The community impact was extensive in terms of health, wellbeing and
employment. The devastation resulted in a loss of the main connections between the village and our urban employment centres as in excess of 20 weeks
remedial works were undertaken. ( also see response to question 9).
On 23/2/21 further flooding of the river, following a period of heavy rain, resulted in damage to homes and businesses, in excess of 50 properties, and
required the occupants of 20 properties to be temporarily rehomed. Insurance claims and repairs again running into many millions.

Description of flooding - the impacts (for example road flooded):

Both the floods of 2020 and 2021 severely impacted upon the community of Newcastleton. During the 2 events in excess of 170 homes and businesses
were flooded (some flooded in both events). Flooding and damage to roads resulted in the village being initially isolated and damage to mobile phone
infrastructure caused problems with mobile phone communication. As earlier described the longer term impacts on community health, well being and
employment were devastating. Looking to the future a recent study of 30 years bench data (1994 to 2023) from the Newcastleton SEPA gauging station,
showed that fluvial flood risk to Newcastleton had almost doubled in that time period (Braithwaite D. 2024).
A comprehensive modelling study, undertaken by JBA consulting commissioned by Scottish Borders Council, indicated that within the next 30 years Liddel
Water peak flow rates will more than double (source SBC)

Please upload by clicking the button:
Flood evidence.docx was uploaded

Do you want to comment on another community?

12  Do you want to provide a comment on another community?

No

Preparing for flooding

18  Do you use any of the following SEPA flood products?

Live flood updates, Flood Warnings (Floodline), Check your flood risk, Scottish Flood Forecast, National Flood Risk Assessment, Flood Risk Management
Plans, Guidance and advice, None of these

Please tell us about any other SEPA flood products you use:
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