Present: Lee Musson, Vikki Pounder, Gillian Scott, Dave Braithwaite, John Scott
Apologies: Pauline Elliot, Nicol Elliot, Diane Adamson

Minutes of meeting 29/4/24

1 Matters arising;
i) Wind Farms
As earlier agreed with the Chair of the C.C our group will monitor future developments
and consider their impact on potential increased flood risk. There is currently an ongoing
consultation with EDF on their most recent proposals it was agreed that contact be made
with the EDF team to discuss any future impact.
ACTION: Contact EDF wind farm consultation team
ii) Review of Flood Alert/ Warning Scheme and SEPA update.
DB has researched the history of river water levels (Newcastleton) during the previous
31 years and produced a paper, which is currently with SEPA for comment.
ACTION: Follow up with SEPA
The SBC Flood Team response to “peak” water levels was discussed and agreed to
seek further info. From SBC.
ACTION: Refer back to SBC Flood team for clarification and further info.

The Flood Alert and Warning scheme was discussed and DB has sought the
availability of more meaningful local information in anticipation of high water events. It is
understood that SEPA are hopeful of providing such info. In 2025.

ACTION: Seek further detail from SEPA.
It was agreed that the Flood Alert/ Warning scheme should feature in the public
awareness day (late autumn).
ACTION: liaise with Resilience Group re. Participation
i) Public Awareness Day

Timing and content discussed as well as location of event. It was agreed late October,
content to be determined and involvement scoped with SBC Flood Team,Resilience Group,
Community Trust and Flood Risk Group.

ACTION: Contact respective groups re. Timings and involvement
iv) Riverbank Clearance.

The response from SBC Flood Team was discussed and their view that mass
vegetation clearance on a river as big as the Liddel will make little difference. The view from
SEPA is that riverbanks should be protected from erosion and sedimentary deposits
controlled. The potential for trees with weakened root systems in consequence of erosion to
collapse into the river and become lodged against the central buttress of Holm Bridge was
cause for concern during a high water event. Stretches of the riverbank are in a conservation
area and trees over a certain trunk size are protected.

ACTION: Discuss with SBC Flood team and SBC Tree officer.
v) Riverbank Erosion

(West riverbank below the Green Bridge). SBC Flood Team to revisit erosion technical

note and consider viable solutions e.g Ridgeway Rockbags.
ACTION: Further discussions with SBC Flood Team
vi) Riverside Tree Planting.

The SBC Flood Team response on planning and codes of practice for riverside planting
were discussed.

ACTION: Contact SBC Flood Team re. their offer for Scottish Forestry rep. to attend
future meeting

vii) 1 in 200 year plan.



SBC Flood team state that all preparatory work is underway. Discussed and agreed this
should continue to be an objective for Newcastleton. Opportunities to progress and publicise
should be followed. This is opportune in light of forthcoming elections and newly appointed
political representatives.

ACTION: Briefing note to be developed providing a basis for future use in publicising/
supporting the need for progression of 1 in 200 year plan.

viii) Riverbank Management Plan.

Deferred until next meeting

ix) SEPA PVA Consultation.

Following agreement with CC the community response was submitted on 17/6/24
x) Flood Risk Group attendance at CC meetings.

DB attended the last 2 meetings and stressed the importance of regular attendance by
representatives of our group. Agreed to ensure attendance.

3. Workstreams allocation.
Proposed that as various “ workstreams” be taken on by our group a lead individual be
identified as point of contact for that workstream and to coordinate response for the group.

4. Flood Resilience Strategy Consultation.
It was agreed that there would be group participation in the consultation on 2/7/24 and/ or
31/7/24.

5. Flood alleviation measures, “Dog field” and Tollbar Cottage.

Issue raised with group following CC meeting. Confirmed that discussions have taken
place with SBC Flood Team who are currently considering the most appropriate way to
mitigate flood risk to Tollbar Cottage and neighbouring properties.

Duration of meeting, 1 hour and 55 minutes
Date of next meeting Monday 2/9/24 at 1900 hours, venue to be determined.



