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Introduction

1  Name of Community Council

Community Council:
Newcastleton & District Community Council

2  Email address

email:
barbara.elborn@newcastletoncommunitytrust.co.uk

Participation Request

3  Was your community council aware that a participation request had been submitted?

Yes, at the time

4  Has your community council received any communication, at any point, from SBCCN about the Community Planning Partnership (CPP)
meetings?

Not sure

5  Has your community council been asked to submit any information/views to SBCCN to take to the CPP for discussion?

Not sure

6  From what you know, do you feel that the views of community councils are being represented at CPP meetings by SBCCN?

Not sure

7  From what you know, do you think the specified outcome is being achieved?

No

8  Do you think that community councils have a role to play in community planning? Please tick all that apply.

Yes, through a different mechanism (please share any thoughts you may have below)

Comments:

Via any means available - each community has very different health-related needs this isn't reflective of the fixed formulaic processes SBC adopts to make
it easy for them to fulfil their statutory powers. There has been no marketing of this opportunity; the driving force behind it has since stepped down
hence limited actions. It needs to be revised in light of the cutbacks to public services and the impact of this on remote rural communities particularly
those that require accountability in respect of 'rural proofing'.

Views of SBCCN

9  Has someone from your community council attended Scottish Borders Community Councils' Network meetings in the past?

Yes

If 'no' please tell us why:

10  Do you think that SBCCN is meeting its purpose and objectives?

No

Please explain your answer:

no currently

11  What, if anything, do you think SBCCN could do differently?

What could SBCCN do differently?:



use less jargon, make it more inclusive and open to any 'body' that has a need to discuss community planning matters

Locality based community council networks

12  Would your community council prefer locality or Borderswide based community council networks?

Locality based

Other:

however, within this, we see a role for others across the whole of the Borders who experience similar issues on rurality; transport, access to health,
education, further education, etc.

13  What would you like a community council network to achieve, whether it be a locality based or Borderswide?

What should a CC network achieve?:

It cannot be another layer of ineffective bureaucracy to deliver a tick-box exercise. It needs to be properly funded, marketed and accessible, headed by
someone who does not have a vested interest in the local authority and is seen as impartial with experience of how the public sector works.

Before you go

14  Is there anything else you would like to say about the Network and the role it plays, or could play?

Further comments:
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