
Newcastleton and District Community Council  
Agenda  

June 11th 2024 
Newcastleton Village Hall 7pm 

 
 
 

1) Welcome & Apologies 
 

Present: Rob Irwin, Chris Ruddock, Jim Lewis, Barbara Elborn, Kevin Hawkins, Keith 
Brough, Connell, Cllr. Annette Smart PC Allan Patterson, Sarah Culverwell (SBC) and 8 
members of the public.  Apologies: Cllr Jane Cox, Shane Mitchinson, Cllr. Watson McAteer 

 
Declarations of Interest BE advised declaration of interest with point 8G on agenda. This 
had been circulated prior to the meeting and it was agreed that as the CC did not take the 
planning decision that BE would stay in the room while this was discussed. 

. 
2) New Members 

New members to be co opted onto the CC had provided the paperwork which had been sent 
to SBC. 

● Connell Proposed by KB Seconded by RI 
● Fiona Nugent  Proposed by JL Seconded by KH 
● Xander Hutchison Proposed by JL Seconded by KH 

All confirmed that they had read the Constitution, Code of Conduct & Equalities statement 
and would all agree by the principals of them. 
 

3)  Police Report . 
PC Allan Patterson Reported a quiet month in the village. There had been a business break 
in which was being investigated, an unfortunate RTA between a car and a motorbike as well 
as some neighbour issues that were still ongoing. 
Untaxed vehicles and SORN vehicles had been reported to him but this is not a police 
matter but DVLA. Anyone can report a vehicle that they believe to be SORN on the public 
highway and this can result in them being clamped. If they remain clamped for a period of 
upto 2 weeks then they will be forcefully removed. 
Non MOT’d vehicles are a police matter but they have to be moving on a public highway to 
be issued with a notice.  

a) Speeding Vehicles 
KB reported that over the last month he had forwarded 12 complaints of speeding vehicles 
onto the police. 3 of these were liveried vehicles and the companies involved had been 
contacted and all had responded with a positive outcome of understanding the issue and the 
relevant driver(s) would be advised of their actions. 

b) Feedback on Speeding measures 
Full update document is posted on the website under the Agenda. Decisions required by the 
CC were; 

● Progress or not the police speeding initiative 
Decison made as per the issues outlined in the Speeding Measures Document not to 
proceed as it was believed that the cost implications, resource were an issue. We already 
have an effective speed reporting mechanism in the CCTV which as above has some 



deterrent when contacting liveried vehicles. C commented that at her end of the village just 
having the cardboard cut out has seemed to work so perhaps we need to introduce some 
visualization. 1 car slows down everyone following will have to. 

● Hatching white lines approaching traffic side of the buildouts 
Part of the schoolchildren feedback was that they found it hard to cross at the buildouts 
when vehicles (especially wood wagons) parked close to them. Introduction of white 
hatchings or lines for up to 5m would hopefully deter parking and keep a clear line of site. 

● New pencils x 4 at crossing point from Douglas Square build out corner to Philips 
corner/Montague Street and what colour? 

CC discussed this in length. There was some discussion on the need for them and what they 
would ultimately achieve however as this has been requested by the school RI suggested 
we should proceed. Recommended by CC to SBC to install bollards and that in keeping with 
Douglas Square they should not be the pencil type but match the bollards that are already 
present on the buildouts. 

● New electric sign – where should it be located, assuming the one at the mart gets 
moved further north? Langholm Street?  

● Reinforce need to extend pavement/path north end of the village to at lead Head 
bridge access to Holm Hill (exit of sawmill/crow wood walks, soon to include the new 
link to Blackburn up to Viewpoint (Lord Walters seat) 

● Request additional calming measures on approaches north and south? 
All of these would be longterm however the CC will continue to push for all of these points to 
be progressed. 
  

 
4) Minutes of meeting May 24 

Agreed by all. Proposed by KB seconded BH 
5) Playpark update  - Sarah Culverwell/SBC 

Sarah Culverwell gave the CC an update on the play park that the children of the village 
have impacted on with their consultation and the 108 responses. Plans are now drawn and 
have been shown to the children community at Little Explorers and Inov8. These are now 
live on the Livenewcastleton website 

6) Flood Group report 
Flood group have presented their response to the SEPA consultation CC offered some 
additional comments which have been shared.It was requested that the flood group share 
their final response so this can be added to the website. JL urged as many members of the 
public to fill in the consultation and advised that it had been shared on social media within 
Newcastleton to try and drive further response.  

 
7) Matters arising: 

a) Bus timetable update & school transport review 
JL had received a response from Gordon Grant at SBC to advise they are still in 
conversation with Telfords. This has dragged on now for almost 12 months. ACTION CC to 
continue to drive SBC to get a resolution 

b) Bins 
Still no sign of the second bin on the 2 bridges walk. ACTION CC to request this immediately 
from SBC 

c) Holm Bridge upgrade status 



Communication received just prior to the meeting to advise that there had been additional 
work to the approaches to the bridge. JL had advised Stuart Moir at SBC that by no means 
had this been completed. ACTION CC to meet with Stuart Moir and identify areas that need 
additional work 

d) Ettleton & Castleton Cemetery paths and roadway status 
No Further update. ACTION Carried forward 

e) Unpaid work within the Community update 
JL Advised that the group had agreed to come to the village to help clean signs and benches 
and at a later communication had ben requested to help clean Whitaugh bridge which has 
been agreed. Just waiting on timings. ACTION CC to monitor 

f) Lynx Project 
Event held in the Village hall 12/6/2024 

g) Whithaugh Bridge 
Following damage to the banking temporary fencing has been put in place. ACTION 
NDCT,SBC,CC & Rock to identify and carry out long term repairs. 

 
8) Planning: 

a) Pines Burn Wind Farm community benefit fund update 
Revised proposal has been sent to Energie Kontor due to the difference in the Index linking 
of the CBF between the communities and the College. As yet no response from EK 

b) Teviothead/Muirhall windfarm 
Open event at Muirhall offices on 26th June Updated plans will be shown at the event but 
the CC’s have been informed of a reduction in turbines from 62 - 53 and a variation on the 
tip heights. Solar has been removed. Full report will be sent to Energy Consents 
(Government department responsible for Windfarm planning) on the 18th June. 
Due to not seeing any revised plans the CC’s have put on hold any response to Muirhall in 
relation to the CBF and shared ownership. 

c) Liddesdale Windfarm - exhibition June 18th 3pm -7pm village hall  
Open event for the community to comment on the revised plans. Mail drop had been 
reported back to EDF that due to incorrect addressing many had gone unopened and 
handed in to BH. 

d) Notice of Mid Mill Wind Farm/Invenergy, south of Hawick adjacent Teviothead 
No notification from the developers on this one. Has only come to light as Upper Borthwick 
CC as host community have shared with the other members of the CC round table. 

e) Blackburn/Hartgarth Woodland planting scheme/Oxygen Conservation - 
community meeting Village Hall 3:30-7:30 June 25th  

Plans had been received 2 hours before the CC. Online and open event upcoming to 
discuss. Concern from CC was the amount of area that was being fenced in relation to the 
area of forestry. MOP advised that it would seem from the plan that trees are going to be 
planted in an SPA and SSSI boundary. Hen harriers are found in this area and tree planting 
would have a detrimental effect on this species. 

f) Permitted Development in Conservation Areas  
Still no concrete policy from SBC. Even though it would seem that permitted development is 
considered in conservation areas this still need to go through planning.  

g) 24/00607/FUL Alterations to dwelling house to include solar panel array to 
roof/replacement windows, 13 Douglas Square  

h) 24/00623/FUL Extension to dwellinghouse Parkhead 2 Union Street  



CC saw no issues with the applications although there was discussion around the installation 
of Solar in a conservation area.. 

 
9) Consultations/correspondence 

a) Borders May issue 7 
 

10) Public forum/Community issues 
Local heat and energy efficiency strategy / Home energy and efficiency and 
affordable warmth [SBC] 

Online in full. BE drew the attention to page 40 which states the average cost of bringing 
house in Newcastleton upto an efficiency house is over £25,800 against the average in the 
borders of £14,500 

11) AOB 
MOP advised that in future meetings it would be beneficial for CC to introduce themselves at 
the beginning of every meeting. Chair responded that this was a good recommendation and 
would be carried forward. 
 

12) Date of next meeting: August 13th (No meeting normally held in July) 


